
Religious Education: Progression in understanding, skills and knowledge

By the end of
Year 6 what
does typical RE
knowledge and
understanding
look like?

Will know and understand:
● The key doctrines and ideas of the religions studied.
● That religions can differ in the opinions of why the world was created, who is God and how to gain salvation.
● Some sources are more reliable than others.

Will be able to:
▪ Consider and pursue enquiry questions by selecting, gathering and organising evidence from a range of different religious beliefs.
▪ Give an opinion and give reasons for their opinions.
▪ Talk about and write reasoned, informed responses using source material.
▪ Talk about similarities and differences between different religious beliefs and the way they impact on how people live their lives.
▪ Explain what they believe and why.
▪ Recognise what are the key features of each of the main religions.

- Will Know and remember key information about the topics they study from R to Y6.
- Will be able to talk about by different religious beliefs and be able to give reasons why they think a person holds those beliefs or

lives their lives in a certain way.

Teacher
expectations

● Make sure that there is enough time to develop understanding of religious education’s key concepts such as chronology and
opinion as well as knowledge and skills.

● Make sure that teachers plan the development of R.E. knowledge, skills and key concepts enabling pupils to be curious and critical
thinking.

● Have high expectations for the quality of writing and presentation of work.
● Make strong connections with literacy including reading, research skills and non-chronological report writing and across other

areas of the curriculum where this works.
● Make sure that pupils can always explain what they have found and why they think this is the case.

Attitudes and
behaviour for
learning

In all year groups we will:
● Enable pupils to develop positive attitudes to their work in R.E.
● Support pupils in how to manage when things go wrong and how to reflect on their thinking, adapt and develop their ideas.
● Encourage pupils to work in a careful way with growing confidence and concentration and to be unafraid of challenge.
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● Teach the vocabulary of R.E. and encourage pupils to use this vocabulary when talking about their own and their peers’ work and
ideas.

Curriculum
organisation

Each R.E. theme has a section for key vocabulary to be introduced during the theme. Often key vocabulary will be repeated across all year
groups so that pupils can talk about their work in RE using the correct terminology.
Thoughtfulness is the golden thread that works across every aspect of RE. Under each topic key concepts and approaches will be given.
Resources required for each theme are noted.
PLEASE NOTE: key knowledge and understanding is sometimes repeated across year groups. This is because the religion in focus changes
and because the knowledge and understanding are developed and deepened Year on Year.

EYFS KS1- Year 1 KS 1 – Year 2 LKS2- Year 3 LKS2 – Year 4 UKS2- Year 5 UKS2 – Year 6
Knowledge of
key beliefs of
religions

Use Subject
Specific
Vocabulary

The word God is
a name.

Know that
people belong to
different
religious
communities

Christians
believe that God
created the
universe

Know that
people in this
country and
around the world
adhere to
different
religions.

Describe basic
religious beliefs
of Christianity
and Judaism in
simple terms.

Christianity –
Know that
Christians believe
that:
There is one God
and that he
created the
universe; God is

Know that
people in this
country and
around the world
adhere to
different
religions.

Describe basic
religious beliefs
of Christianity,
Judaism in
simple terms.

Christianity –
Know that
Christians believe
that:
It is important to
talk to God,
listen to God,
worship God in

Describe some
key features of
religions
including some
key religious
beliefs and
teachings of
Christianity and
Hinduism.

Christianity –
Know that
Christians believe
that: The birth,
life, death and
resurrection of
Jesus Christ was
part of God’s
plan to restore
the relationship
between humans
and God.

Describe some
key features of
religions
including some
key religious
beliefs and
teachings of
Christianity and
Sikhism.

Christianity –
Know that
Christians believe
that:
Jesus’ central
message was
that we should
love God and
love our fellow
human beings.

Show increasing
understanding of
religious
practices, beliefs,
and experiences
of Christianity
and Islam.

Christianity –
Know that
Christians believe
that: There is
only one God.
God is a Trinity of
Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. God
is powerful, all
knowing, holy
and loving.

Show increasing
understanding of
religious
practices, beliefs,
and experiences
of Christianity,
Humanism, and
Buddhism.

Humanism:
Humanists
believe that:
Fulfilment is
arrived at
through human
effort and
inventiveness
rather than
religion. People
should think
freely for



loving, kind and
fair and also Lord
and King; Jesus is
God, and he was
born in
Bethlehem.

Judaism – Know
that Jews believe
that: there is one
God and that he
created the
universe; God is
kind and fair; it is
important to
pray to God,
worship God and
try to live in ways
that please him.

prayer and try to
live in ways that
please him.

Judaism – Know
that Jews believe
that: There is
only one God
and that he
cannot be
subdivided. God
is present
everywhere, all
of the time. God
is all knowing
and all powerful.
He has a purpose
for the world.
Jews are the
“chosen people”
of God. This
means that God
selected them to
live their lives
according to his
will and to set an
example to
others of how he
wanted everyone
to live.

Christianity –
Christians believe
if they go on a
pilgrimage then
they will deepen
their relationship
with God.

Hinduism –
Hindus believe
that the soul
continues on a
journey and
people live more
than one life.

Hinduism –
Hindus believe in
one God,
Brahman. The
many different
gods and
goddesses reveal
different aspects
of the One. It is
important to
worship and
pray.

Hinduism –
Hindus believe in

Christianity – to
know and
understand that
Christian believe
that the teachings
of Jesus tells them
how they should
live their lives eg
the story of the
Good Samaritan
To know and
understand that
Christians believe
that God gave
Moses the Ten
Commandments
by which they
should live their
lives.
To know and
understand that
Christians believe
that God created
the world and has
given it to them to
look after.

Sikhism – Sikhs
believe that:
There is one
God. It is
important to
worship God and
to respond to

Islam – Know
that Muslims
believe that:
there is one God
and that he
created the
universe, God
cares about
humans and
guides them; it is
important to
follow God’s
guidance in every
aspect of life and
to worship and
pray to God

Islam- Know that
Muslims believe
that: there is no
god but Allah
and that
Muhammad is
the Messenger of
Allah.
God is the only
true reality and
sole source of all
creation. It is

themselves and
should act in the
light of reason
and experience,
and in
co-operation
with others, for
the promotion of
human
happiness.

Buddhism –
Know that
Buddhists believe
that; There is no
god. The Buddha
was a man not a
god. They should
try to live their
lives according to
the Noble
Eightfold Path so
that they can
reach the state of
perfect peace
that is Nirvana

Buddhism –
Know that
Buddhists believe
that: There is no
god. The Buddha



one God,
Brahman. The
many different
gods and
goddesses reveal
different aspects
of the One.
Brahma is the
creator: he
brings everything
into existence.

God in prayer
and song

Sikhism – Sikhs
believe that:
There is one God
who is great and
bountiful and
devoid of fear
and hatred. God
loves humans
and reaches out
to all humans
through Grace.

important to
worship Allah
and to live
according to the
will of Allah,
following the
Five Pillars of
Faith

was a man not a
god.
Peacefulness and
wisdom can be
achieved through
meditation

Humanism -
believe that:
Fulfilment is
arrived at
through human
effort and
inventiveness
rather than
religion. People
should think
freely for
themselves and
should act in the
light of reason
and experience,
and in
co-operation
with others, for
the promotion of
human
happiness
Christianity
–believe that



God has a plan
for their lives  eg
Proverbs 19 v 21

Buddhism –
believe that
humans are
responsible for
their own actions
and path of their
lives

Jainism -
believe that there
is no god and
people need to
follow the ‘three
jewels’

Hinduism –
believe in the
soul and the
actions of one
life leads to the
life you will lead
in the next life

Buddhism –one
Buddhist value is
Ahimsa (not to
injure)

EYFS KS1- Year 1 KS 1 – Year 2 LKS2- Year 3 LKS2 – Year 4 UKS2- Year 5 UKS2 – Year 6



Knowledge of
the practices and
features of
religions,
e.g., festivals,
celebrations,
artefacts,
buildings

Talk about
religious pictures
or objects.

Festivals of
Diwali, Harvest,
Christmas

Recognise and
name features of
religions and
how they are
expressed.

Use religious
words and
phrases to
describe features
of religions
identify some
similarities in
religious
practices.

Special ways of
living:
Festivals
Christianity:
Christmas,
Easter, Harvest
Judaism:
Shabbat,
Hanukkah

Special Words
Christianity:
Lords Prayer
Judaism: The
Shema

Recognise and
name features of
religions and
how they are
expressed.

Use religious
words and
phrases to
describe features
of religions
identify some
similarities in
religious
practices.

Special ways of
living:
Festivals
Christianity:
Christmas,
Easter, Harvest

Judaism: Festival
of Pesach

Special Places:
Know that: The
home can be
special place in

Describe some
key features of
religions
including some
key features of
religions,
festivals,
artefacts,
buildings,
ceremonies.

Use a developing
religious
vocabulary.

Recognise
similarities and
differences
between
features of
religions

Places of
Worship
Know and name
features of
places of worship
in the UK and
around the
world, including
symbols found.

Describe some
key features of
religions
including some
key features of
religions,
festivals,
artefacts,
buildings,
ceremonies.

Use a developing
religious
vocabulary.

Recognise
similarities and
differences
between
features of
religions

Places of
Worship
Know and name
features of
places of worship
in the UK and
around the
world, including
symbols found.

Give simple
explanations of
sources,
practices, beliefs,
ideas, feelings,
and experiences
(answering the
“why?”
questions)

Give
explanations and
meanings clearly
using religious
vocabulary
accurately.

Make links
between
sources,
practices, beliefs,
ideas, feelings,
and experiences.

Describe some
similarities and
differences
between
religions give
meanings for
forms of religious

Give simple
explanations of
sources,
practices, beliefs,
ideas, feelings,
and experiences
(answering the
“why?”
questions)

Give
explanations and
meanings clearly
using religious
vocabulary
accurately.

Make links
between
sources,
practices, beliefs,
ideas, feelings,
and experiences.

Describe some
similarities and
differences
between
religions give
meanings for
forms of religious



Special Places:
Know that: The
home can be
special place in
our own
experience and
as a place of
prayer for Jews
and Christians.

Jews and
Christians think it
is important to
meet to worship
and learn about
God.

Know and name
features of
places of worship
in the UK and
around the
world.

Christianity:
Churches
Judaism:
Synagogues

Christianity:
Churches-
looking at the

our own
experience and
as a place of
prayer for Jews
and Christians.

Jews and
Christians think it
is important to
meet to worship
and learn about
God.

Know and name
features of
places of worship
in the UK and
around the
world.

Judaism:
Worship in the
Synagogue and
the home.
Observing
Shabbat in the
home. The
Shema

Know what
happens in the
places of worship
and why they are
important to the
believers.

Christianity:
Worship in the
church, baptism

Hinduism: The
Mandir and puja
(worship) in the
home

Name special
objects and
symbols in
Christianity
Hinduism

Christianity -
Know and
understand that
Christians believe
that some places
are holy and that
they make
special visits to

Know what
happens in the
places of worship
and why they are
important to the
believers.

Christianity:
Confirmation and
communion.

Christians – that
both Christians
and Jews believe
that God created
the Earth and so
they should take
care of it.
Christians set up
organisations that
look after other
people because of
the teachings of
Jesus eg the Good
Samaritan,
Christian Aid

Sikhism: Worship
in the gurdwara
and at home, the
langur meal

expressions e.g.,
rituals, artefacts.

Christianity: The
Lord’s Prayer

Christianity and
other religions -
Discuss and
explain how a
religious belief can
create conflict
with others who
have a different
belief system.

Christianity –
that the Amish
have strict rules
that bring them
into conflict with
the 21st Century
and that once
you leave the
Amish
community you
can no longer
return.

Special ways of
living: Festivals
Islam: Id-ul-Fitr

expressions e.g.,
rituals, artefacts.

Buddhism: Know
the elements of
The Nobel
Eightfold Path
Know the
meaning of
Nirvana.

Know the
features of a
Buddhist Shrine
Describe
devotional
practices
including at the
shrine and
meditation
Identify
meanings in the
Buddha image

Hinduism –
Dussehra – festival
where Rama
triumphed over
Ravana
Buddhism –
Festival of Peace



main parts of a
church
Christians think

it is important to
meet to worship
and learn about
God.
Know and name
features of
places of worship
in the UK and
around the
world.

Know and name
features of
places of worship
in the UK and
around the
world.

Name special
objects and
symbols in
Christianity,
Judaism

.

Name special
objects and
symbols in
Christianity,
Judaism

Christians think
it is important to
meet to worship
and learn about
God.
Know and name
features of
places of
Christian worship
in the UK and
around the
world.
Christians take
part in different
festivals or
celebrate festival
differently
depending on
where they live.
Christians
celebrate
through different
music eg gospel

these places. Eg
Lourdes for
healing.

Hinduism –
Hindus celebrate
new life at the
festival of Holi

Name special
objects and
symbols in
Christianity
Sikhism

Islam: Mosques

Islam: Daily
prayers

Islam: The
mosque, prayer
five times a day

Name special
objects and
symbols in
Christianity
Islam

that is celebrated
every year.

Name special
objects and
symbols in
Christianity
Buddhism



or gorgerin
chants
Christians
worship in
different types of
building
Judaism – Jews
believe that
parents are
responsible for
their children’s
actions until they
are 12. At 12
children then
have to take
responsibility.
Jews undertake
the ceremony of
Bar Mitzvah
when they go
from being a
child to an adult.

EYFS KS1- Year 1 KS 1 – Year 2 LKS2- Year 3 LKS2 – Year 4 UKS2- Year 5 UKS2 – Year 6
Knowledge of
religious texts
and stories
including: special
words and
stories, and
special things in
nature.

Recall a religious
story.

Listen to religious
stories
attentively and
respond with

Retell religious
stories in detail
and discuss their
meanings with
support including
these stories.

Retell religious
stories in detail
and discuss their
meanings with
support including
these stories.

Judaism:

Retell and
suggest simple
meanings to
religious stories
and sacred
writings.

Retell and
suggest simple
meanings to
religious stories
and sacred
writings.

Give meanings
for a range of
religious stories
and sacred texts.

Recognise
figurative or non

Give meanings
for a range of
religious stories
and sacred texts.

Recognise
figurative or non



appropriate
questions.

The Creation
story in Judaism
and Christianity

Christianity:
Know that the
Bible is a special
book for
Christians.
Parables of the
lost Son and the
Good Samaritan,
story of the birth
of Jesus,
Zacchaeus,
Easter Story

Judaism: Know
that the Torah is
a sacred text for
Jews
Story of how
Moses led his
people to
freedom

The Sefer Torah
The story of
Moses and the
exodus from
Egypt

Make links
between
religious
symbols,
language and
stories and
beliefs or ideas
that underline
them.

Describe a range
of religious
stories and
sacred texts.

Make links
between
religious stories
and sacred texts.

Know key
information
about the
structure of
religious texts.

Christianity: The
Bible
The creation
story in Genesis
1, Jesus’

Make links
between
religious
symbols,
language and
stories and
beliefs or ideas
that underline
them.

Describe a range
of religious
stories and
sacred texts.

Make links
between
religious stories
and sacred texts.

Know key
information
about the
structure of
religious texts.

Explain different
ways that
Christians
interpret the
Bible: literal and

– literal uses of
language.

Explain how
some forms of
religious
expression are
used differently
by individuals
and
communities.

Know key
information
about the
structure of
religious texts.

Christianity:
Know
importance of
the Bible for
Christians and
how it is
interpreted.
Know that the
Bible contains
the Old and New
Testaments, the
four Gospels and
letters

– literal uses of
language.

Explain how
some forms of
religious
expression are
used differently
by individuals
and
communities.

Know key
information
about the
structure of
religious texts.

The teaching of
Jesus: The two
greatest
commandments:
“Love the Lord
your God and
Love your
neighbour as you
love yourself”
Jesus’ teaching
about prayer.
Including the
Lord’s prayer



Baptism, Jesus’
last week
Know that the
Old Testament
corresponds to
the Tanakh, the
holy book of
Jews

Christianity – the
story of
Bernadette  -
Christians believe
that Mary, the
mother of Jesus
spoke to
Bernadette

Hinduism:
Creation story

non-literal
interpretations

Christianity -
To be able to
explain that
Christians believe
that in the old
testament God
told them that
they are the
stewards of the
Earth eg Old
Testament
Genesis  Ch1 V
26 - 28

Sikhism:
The Guru Granth
Sahib (holy book)
The Mool Mantra

Christianity -
Explain how the
coming of the
Holy Spirit (Acts
chapter 2 v 1-47)
help to bring
about the
beginning of
Christianity.

Islam: Know that
the Qur’an ia a
sacred text for
Muslims and is
treated with
great respect.
Stories about
Muhammed and
the spider,
Muhammed, and
the hungry man

Islam: The
Qu’ran
Know that the
Qu’ran is a
sacred text for
Muslims.

Humanism:
Know that
Humanists
believe that
science provides
the most reliable
source of
knowledge about
the world.

Buddhism:
Story: The
Buddha achieves
enlightenment



Islam: The
revelation of the
Qu’ran to the
Prophet
Muhammad
Know that the
Qu’ran contains
many people and
stories found in
the Bible,
including stories
about Jesus (Isa)

EYFS KS1- Year 1 KS 1 – Year 2 LKS2- Year 3 LKS2 – Year 4 UKS2- Year 5 UKS2 – Year 6
Knowledge of
special people
holy men and
women

Know that there
are people in our
lives who are
special and who
we trust.

Special people
Know that there
are some
religious people
who are trusted
and whose
teachings are
respected by the
followers of that
religion.

Christianity:
Jesus told stories
called parables
which help
people to
understand how
to live their lives.

Special people
Know that there
are some
religious people
who are trusted
and whose
teachings are
respected by the
followers of that
religion.

Christians have
different Saints
that they look to
depending on
where they live
and their beliefs.

Know that there
are significant
religious people
who influence
the lives of
others.

Christianity:
Know that
Jesus is
important to
Christians and
that his birth,
actions, teaching,
death and
resurrection are

Know that there
are significant
religious people
who influence
the lives of
others.

Christianity
Jesus was
baptised at the
start of his
ministry,
Jesus had twelve
disciples.
Recall key events
from the last
week of Jesus’
life

Identify people
who inspire,
influence and are
sources of
wisdom to
themselves and
others and
explain their
impact on
people’s lives.

Christianity
Explain the
importance to
Christians of
Jesus’ teaching

Identify people
who inspire,
influence and are
sources of
wisdom to
themselves and
others and
explain their
impact on
people’s lives.

Hinduism -
Ghandi –
promoted peace
in India
Buddhism –
Buddha taught



Moses – story of
the exodus

Judaism: Explain
the importance
to Jews of the
story of Moses
and the exodus
from Egypt and
Moses receiving
the Ten
Commandments.

of great
significance for
Christians.
Jesus was born a
Jew, was the
founder of the
Christian faith.

Christianity:
Know and
understand that
people gave their
lives for their
belief in
Christianity eg
Bernadette.

Hinduism:
Brahman: The
Trimurti: Brahma
(creator), Vishnu
(preserver) and
Shiva (destroyer)

Christianity – to
be able to explain
how and why
Christians believe
they are the
stewards of the
Earth.

To be able to
explain and say
why Christians
believe that they
need to care for
each other as well
as others due to
the teachings of
Jesus.

Sikhism: Know
that Guru Nanak
was the founder
of Sikhism.
Describe the role
of Guru Gobind
Singh in the
formation of the
Khalsa

Christianity -
Jesus’ teaching
on peace and the
Spirit is
importance to
Christians
throughout the
world.
To explain how
and why the Holy
Spirit changed
the lives of
people like
Elizabeth Fry and
Nicky Cruz.
Explain the
impact that
people like
Elizabeth Fry and
Nicky Cruz have
had on the lives
of others.

Islam:
Muhammed
Know the part
played by the
city of Makkah
and the Ka’ba in
the life of the

the need to live a
non-violent life
Christianity –
Eve, Sarah,
Hagar, Martha,
Mary, Miriam,
Lot’s Wife –
women in the
Bible that
Christians believe
their lives were
planned by God

Buddhism: Know
the importance
of the Buddha to
Buddhists.
Recall the
Buddha’s life
story and his
quest to find an
answer to the
problem of
suffering



prophet
Muhammad.

EYFS KS1- Year 1 KS 1 – Year 2 LKS2- Year 3 LKS2 – Year 4 UKS2- Year 5 UKS2 – Year 6
Understanding
the importance
of belief and its
impact on lives

Begin to
understand that
there are
similarities and
differences
between
themselves and
others and
among families,
communities,
and traditions.

Begin to describe
some similarities
and differences.

Understand and
describe the
importance of
religion for some
people and
explain how it
might affect their
way of life in
worship, prayer,
care for others
and celebrating
festivals.

Christianity:
Christians believe
that it is
important to
meet together
and be a
member of a
church.

Judaism

Understand and
describe the
importance of
religion for some
people and
explain how it
might affect their
way of life in
worship, prayer,
care for others
and celebrating
festivals.

Christianity

Judaism

Special ways of
living

Christianity

Judaism
Observing
Shabbat at home

Begin to
understand and
describe the
impact religion
has on believers’
lives and how
they put their
beliefs into
practice.

Begin to
understand and
describe the
connections
between beliefs,
values, and
practices.

Apply the
understanding
above to the
following
content.

Christianity:
Teaching of Jesus

Begin to
understand and
describe the
impact religion
has on believers’
lives and how
they put their
beliefs into
practice.

Begin to
understand and
describe the
connections
between beliefs,
values, and
practices.

Apply the
understanding
above to the
following
content.

Sikhism:
Understand and
describe why

Understand and
describe the
impact of religion
on people’s lives
making clear
links to beliefs.

Understand and
investigate the
significance of
religion in the
local, national,
and global
communities.

Apply this
understanding to
the following
content.

Christianity –
Christians believe
that the Holy
Spirit can change
the lives of
people eg

Understand and
describe the
impact of religion
on people’s lives
making clear
links to beliefs.

Understand and
investigate the
significance of
religion in the
local, national,
and global
communities.

Apply this
understanding to
the following
content.

Humanism:
The meaning of
humanism, key
humanist beliefs
and ideas:
People are what



and in the
synagogue,
keeping a Kosher
home

Judaism – Jews
believe that they
are the “chosen
people” of God.
This means that
God selected
them to live their
lives according to
his will and to set
an example to
others of how he
wanted everyone
to live.
Jewish children
celebrate their
transition from
being a child to
an adult through
the Bar Mitzvah
celebration.

Christian rites of
passage –
Baptism,
Confirmation,
Variety within
Christianity,
Different
Churches,
denominations

Hinduism:
Reincarnation
and the concepts
of moksha
(release from the
cycle or
reincarnation),
dharma (duty to
God and to
others) and
karma (the idea
that actions have
consequences
for one’s future
rebirth)

Sikhs are
expected to live
according to the
threefold golden
path, always
acknowledging
and
remembering
God, and places,
earning an
honest living and
sharing The Five
Ks. The Moola
Mantra, The
importance of
equality.

Elizabeth Fry and
Nicky Cruz.
Christians believe
that forgiveness
is an important
part of how they
should live
regardless of
how they have
been treated by
others. Eg lady in
South Africa who
told Mr Van der
Boek to be her
son after he had
killed bth her
husband and
son.

Islam:
The Five Pillars of
Islam
Reciting the
Shahadah
(profession of
faith)

matter in life.
You can live life
without religion
The Golden Rule:
Treat others as
you would like
them to treat
you.

Humanist
ceremonies
marking key
milestones in life.

Buddhism –one
Buddhist value is
Ahimsa (not to
injure)

Hinduism – both
condemns
(ahimsa) and
promotes
violence
Kshatriyas-
(warrior caste) .

Jainism -believe
that violence in
thought and
speech is as bad



as
physical violence
, so they try to
control things
like anger, greed,
pride and
jealousy. Jains als
o believe that
getting others to
do harm, or
allowing others
to do harm, is as
bad as doing
harm yourself.

Develop and use
the skills of:

EYFS KS1- Year 1 KS 1 – Year 2 LKS2- Year 3 LKS2 – Year 4 UKS2- Year 5 UKS2 – Year 6

Asking
questions to
develop
understanding

Discuss to widen
understanding

Begin to ask and
respond to
questions about
their own and
other’s
experiences.

Ask and respond
sensitively to
questions about
their own and
others’
experiences and
feelings.

Ask questions
about the world
around them and
talk about these
questions.

Ask and respond
sensitively to
questions about
their own and
others’
experiences and
feelings.

• recognise that
some questions
about life are

Ask important
questions about
religion and
beliefs, making
links between
their own and
others’
responses.

Ask questions
about the
significant
experiences of

Ask questions
about the
significant
experiences of
key figures from
religions studied
and suggest how
their beliefs
influenced their
actions.

Ask questions
about puzzling

Raise questions
about morality,
identity,
belonging,
meaning,
purpose, truth,
values, and
commitments.

Discuss religious
and philosophical
questions, giving
reasons for their
own beliefs and
those of others.



Give a simple
reason using the
word ‘because’
when talking
about religion
and belief.

difficult to
answer.

key figures from
religions studied
and suggest
answers from
own and others’
experiences,
including
believers.

aspects of life
and experiences
and suggest
answers, making
reference to the
teaching of
religions studied.



Skills EYFS KS1- Year 1 KS 1 – Year 2 LKS2- Year 3 LKS2 – Year 4 UKS2- Year 5 UKS2 – Year 6
Enquiring,
investigating and
interpreting

including:
Demonstrating
their
understanding of
religion through
the use of art
and design,
music, dance and
drama.

Identify possible
meanings for
symbols and
other forms of
religious
expression.

Identify how
religion is
expressed in
different ways.

Explore what
some religious
symbols stand
for.

Give a simple
reason using the
word ‘because’
when talking
about religion
and belief.

Express their
own ideas and
opinions using
art, words, music
or poetry

Express their
own opinions of
right and wrong.

Suggest
meanings behind
different beliefs
based on their
understanding
and experiences.

Philosophy

identify what
they find
interesting and
puzzling in life
and represent
this through art,
design, music,
dance and drama

Decide if a
reason or
argument based
on a religion or
belief makes
sense to them
and is expressed
clearly.

Use more than
one reason to

Philosophy

Begin to weigh
up whether
different reasons
and arguments
are expressed
coherently when
studying religion
and belief.

Give reasons for
more than one
point of view,
providing pieces
of evidence to
support these
views.

Philosophy

Express and
communicate
their own and
others’ religious
insights in
different forms
using symbolism.

Explain, using a
range of reasons,
whether a
position or
argument is
coherent and
logical.

Link a range of
different pieces
of evidence
together to form
a coherent
argument.

Philosophy

Apply ideas of
their own to
challenging
questions in
different forms
including
reasoning, music,
art and poetry

Begin to analyse
and evaluate
whether a
position or
argument is
coherent and
logical and show
increasing
awareness of
divergence of
opinion.



support their
view. Use well-chosen

pieces of
evidence to
support and
counter a
particular
argument.

Skill of EYFS KS1- Year 1 KS 1 – Year 2 LKS2- Year 3 LKS2 – Year 4 UKS2- Year 5 UKS2 – Year 6
Express their
views in
response to
what they are
taught

Listen carefully
and begin to
sympathise with
one another’s
ideas.

Recognise that
some questions
cause people to
wonder and are
difficult to
answer.

Using religious
and belief stories
to talk about
how beliefs
impact on how
people behave.

Using religious
and belief
stories, make
connections
between
peoples’ beliefs
about right and
wrong and their
actions.

Make links
between the
teachings of the
religions studied
and life in the
world today.

Recognise that it
is difficult to
define ‘right’,
‘wrong’, ‘good’
and ‘bad’.

Recognise some
of the similarities
and differences
between these
ideas.

Describe a range
of answers to
ethical and moral
questions,
showing
awareness of the
diversity of
opinion and why
there are
differences.

Discuss and
express their
views on some
fundamental
questions of
identity,
meaning,
purpose and
morality related
to Christianity
and other faiths.

Explain a range
of answers to
ethical and moral
questions and
issues, drawing
conclusions and
showing
awareness of
diversity of
opinion and why

Reflect on the
significance for
faith members of
participating in
apects of their
religious lives.

Begin to analyse
and evaluate a
range of different
answers to
ethical and moral
questions/issues,
showing an
understanding of
the connections
between beliefs,
practices and
behaviour.



there are
differences.

Skill of EYFS KS1- Year 1 KS 1 – Year 2 LKS2- Year 3 LKS2 – Year 4 UKS2- Year 5 UKS2 – Year 6
Develop the skill
of responding
creatively and of
communicating
their feelings
and ideas

Represent ideas
and responses to
stories through
art, music, and
role play

Begin to make
connections
between using
their senses and
what they know
about the world
around them.

Respond
sensitively to the
natural world
and forms of
artistic and
spiritual
expression.

Communicate
their responses
and express their
own ideas using
words, music, art
or movement.

Describe some
forms of religious
expression and
begin to
interpret them.

Describe some
forms of religious
expression and
begin to
interpret them
by pulling on
their own
experiences.

Apply their ideas
to their own and
other people’s
lives.

Give meanings
for a range of
forms of artistic
and symbolic
associated with
the religions they
are studying.

Reflect and
evaluate how
religion is
portrayed in the
media and
society,
recognising
stereotypes and
mis-representati
on.

Vocabulary Across the Year
EYFS
Year 1 Celebration

Baptism
Christingle
Advent

Creation 
Shabbat

Disciples
Tomb 

Nave 
Spire

Parable 
moral



Christening
Confirmation
Font
Godparents
Gown

Sabbath
Hanukkah
Hannukkiah or
Menorah
Latkes
Dreide

Palms Font 
Pews 
Stained glass 
Altar

Year 2 Gather      Egypt
Combine harvester 
Store          hadassim
Produce 
Etrog
Lulav

Bethlehem 
Manger 
Frankincense 
Myrrh 
Shepherd 
Angel

Moses      Matzot 
Pharaoh 
Egypt 
Nile 
Haggadah 
Seder Plate

Communion 
Eucharist 
Last Supper 
Chalice 
Sacrament 

Synagogue
Bar Mitzvah 
Torah 
Tallit – pray shawl 
Tefillin 
Ceremony

Year 3 Sinner 
Jericho 
Apostle 
Damascus
 Salvation

Karma
Brahma Visha
Shiva
Sanskrit

Holy Spirit Eternal
Disciples 
Resurrect
Descended 
Ascended
Tongues 
Ascension 

Pilgrims
Pilgrimage
Lourdes
Bernadette
Saint

Reincarnation
Karma 
Brahma Vishna 
Shiva
Sanskrit
Soul

Sanskrit
Year 4 Belonging

Worldwide
Tradition 5K

Guru
Kirpin
Kara
Gudwara
Kanga
Kachera
Kesh

Samaritan 
Kingdom

Selfless
Self- giving
Sacrifice
Charity
Heaven

Creation 
Conservation 
Environment

Year 5 Inspiration
Parable
Salvation

Hope Five pillars of Islam
Mosque
Islam

Faith
Community
Qubba Mihrab

Trinity
Pentecost
Elizabeth Fry

Peace
Conflict
Apartheid



Prophet
Allah
Mohammad
Mecca

Crescent
Qu’ran
Imam worship[

Nicky Cruz

Year 6 Trinity
Allah
Polytheism
Omnipotent
Creator
Deity

Samsara
Nirvana
Suffering
Meditation
Mindfulness
Rebirth

Virtures
Equality
Baha u llah
Abudu’l- Bara
Obligatory Prayers
Devotional
Progressive
Revelation

Ahimsa
Vegan
Vegetarian
Compassion
Pacifists

Destiny
Fate


