
Medium term plan – Summer 1 - Minibeasts

Week 1 Learning Objective: Activities: Key vocab/resources

Communication and
language

Listen to and talk about selected
non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity
with new knowledge and vocabulary.

Learn new vocabulary and use new
vocabulary through the day

Read mad about minibeasts book and discuss all
the minibeasts that are in the book.
Have a selection of non-fiction books about
minibeasts and explain and model to children
how we use non fiction books to find out more
information about something.

Minibeast
Fiction
Non fiction
Fact

Selection of non fiction books
about minibeasts

Physical development Practice striking, sending and receiving

Move a ball in different ways, including

bouncing and kicking.

Partner work – rolling, bouncing, kicking ball to
each other.

Dribbling games around cones, keeping ball
under control

Rolling, bouncing, kicking,
dribbling

Large soft balls, cones

PSE Express their feelings and consider the
feelings of others.

Caring for others, how can we protect where
our minibeasts live?

Caring, protecting, habitats

Literacy Demonstrate understanding when
talking with others about what they have
read.
Link what they are reading or listening
to, to their own experiences, information
that they know and other books that
they have read.

Based on the book of the week and a selection
of non-fiction books children to discuss all the
different minibeasts, talk about what they look
like, what they know about them.
Children to form and say a sentence about their
favourite minibeast.

Children to write a simple sentence about their
favourite minibeast.

Minibeasts – caterpillar,
butterfly, spider, worm, slug,
snail, earwig, ladybird,
grasshopper, cricket, dragonfly,



Knows that information can be retrieved
from books
Recognise the difference between fiction
and non-fiction text and that a
non-fiction text provides information.

Write short sentences with words with
known sound-letter correspondences
using a capital letter to start sentences
and for some proper nouns and full stop
to end some sentences

Numeracy Continue, copy and create repeating
patterns.

Power Maths Shapes – triangle, square,
rectangle, circle, hexagon,
pentagon

Understand the World Explore the natural world around them

Explore the characteristics of common
British mini beasts.

Be able to draw/label parts of a
plant/minibeast

Children to go on a minibeast hunt around the
school grounds.
Identify habitats where minibeasts might be

Use magnifying glasses, can they see any
minibeasts and look at them closely.

Children to sketch what they find – use non
fiction books to help identify

Habitat, hedgerow, wings, body,
head, antennae, magnifying
glass.

Magnifying glasses

Expressive arts and
design

Explore rubbings: leaf, brick, coin.
Develop simple patterns by using
objects (including handprints) to
create their ideas.

Sing in a group or on their own,
increasingly matching the pitch and
following the melody.

Children to use pastels to draw the minibeasts
they find paying particular attention to patterns
eg on butterflies/ladybirds etc.

Sing minibeast song -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LoIeeIEPGJI

Oil pastels, patterns, shapes.



Week 2 Learning Objective: Activities: Key vocab/resources

Communication and
language

Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to
develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge
and vocabulary.

Learn new vocabulary and use new vocabulary
through the day

Talk about the features of non
fiction text – titles, subtitles, facts,
labels, captions etc

Share the books with the children
introducing them to facts and new
vocabulary

Fiction, non fiction, title, sub title,
labels, captions,

Physical development Kick an object at a target Recap on dribbling, keeping a ball
under control
Kicking ball to partner, vary the
distance
Shooting at small goals

Dribbling, shooting,

PSE Build constructive and respectful relationships. Discuss team work – listening to
others, including  and valuing them
Children in small groups to build
their minibeast habitat.

Team work, friends, help,

Natural materials to build habitats

Literacy begin to identify the purpose of their writing

say out loud what they are going to write about

spell words containing the phonemes already
taught

Children to have pictures of
different minibeasts to add labels
and captions too.

Make a class non fiction book out of
all of their work

Head, wings, antennae, legs

Minibeast pictures
Word mats

Numeracy Understand addition and subtractions facts up to
5 and then 10

Power Maths Adding, taking away



Understand the World Be able to draw/label parts of a plant/minibeast

Explore the characteristics of common British
mini beasts.

Children to create a minbeast home
using their knowledge of where
minibeasts like to live.

Use play doh – to make model
minibeasts to live in their habitat

Habitats

Natural materials for habitat
materials, play doh,

Expressive arts and
design

Experiment working with different papers
including coloured papers

Explore rubbings: leaf, brick, coin.Develop
simple patterns by using objects (including
handprints) to create their ideas.

Explore and engage in music making and
dance, performing solo or in groups

Children to create different
minibeasts using
coloured/patterned/textured paper

Continue to learn minibeast song –
adding actions.

Pattern, texture

Selection of coloured and pattered
papers.



Week 3 Learning Objective: Activities: Key vocab/resources

Communication and
language

Listen to and talk about stories to build
familiarity and understanding.

Engage in extended conversations about stories,
learning new vocabulary.

Learn new vocabulary and use new vocabulary
through the day

Introduce The Very Hungry
Caterpillar and The Crunching
Munching Caterpillar.
Discuss the stories, what they are
about, introduce new vocab

Caterpillar, pupa, chrysalis,  cocoon,
butterfly, lifecycle.

Physical development Use equipment to control a ball.

Hit a ball with a bat or a racket.

Introduce small tennis rackets.
Children to balance beanbags and
then ball on them and walk around
the spaces, in and out of cones
Can they do small bounces of the
balls on the racket?

Rackets, tennis

Balls, rackets, beanbags

PSE Can focus on what the adult is saying and will
respond appropriately.
See themselves as a valuable individual.

Discuss how the caterpillar changes
in to a beautiful butterfly, discuss
how they change over time

Individual, beautiful, unique, special

Literacy Sequences events from a narrative in
chronological order.
Link what they are reading or listening to, to
their own experiences, information that they
know and other books that they have read.
Draw on what they already know (prior
knowledge) or on background information and
vocabulary provided by the teacher.

Talk for Writing story mapping

Use story map for children to retell
the story using newly introduced
vocab.

Caterpillar, cocoon, butterfly

Storymap, word mat



Join in discussions about texts that have been
read using newly introduced vocabulary as
appropriate.
compose sentences orally before writing it
understand how words can combine to make
sentences

Children to begin to draw their own
story map adding words/captions
with aid of a vocab mat.

Numeracy Understand addition and subtractions facts up to
5 and then 10

Power Maths Add, together, equals

Understand the World Explore the characteristics of common British
mini beasts.
Understand how lifecycles work
Understand the effect of the changing seasons
on the natural world around them.

Create butterfly lifecycle using
shaped pasta to represent each
stage

Lifecycle, caterpillar, cocoon, pupa,
chrysalis,

Butterfly, fusilli and shell pasta.
Lentil/rice for egg

Expressive arts and
design

Explore rubbings: leaf, brick, coin. Develop
simple patterns by using objects (including
handprints) to create their ideas.

Explore and engage in music making and dance,
performing solo or in groups

Create symmetrical butterflies using
paint or objects to print with.
Make hand print
caterpillars/butterflies.

Add actions and perform  minibeast
song.

Symmetry, symmetrical



Week 4 Learning Objective: Activities: Key vocab/resources

Communication and
language

Will join in group discussions being able to offer
their own ideas and thoughts.
Articulate their ideas and thoughts in
well-formed sentences.
use simple adjectives to describe nouns

Read Norman – The slug with the
silly shell
Children to discuss the story and
come up with their own ideas to
share about what Norman could use
as a shell.
How would they describe his shell?

Slug, snail, slimy, shell,

Physical development Play a game fairly.

Follow simple rules

Team games using a ball – up and
over games in teams.
Piggy in the middle
Passing the ball to people on their
team

Team, rules, fair,

Selection of balls

PSE Express their feelings and consider the feelings
of others.

Think about Norman from the story
– how was he feeling?
Why did he feel sad?
What made him feel better?

Sad, happy, nervous, friendly,
excited, jealous

Literacy Asks questions about the book, shares ideas and
listens to others, taking turns.

Demonstrate understanding when talking with
others about what they have read

Begin to justify inferences with simple evidence
from the text (he has a sad face)

say out loud what they are going to write about

compose sentences orally before writing it

Children to talk about the book.
What shell did they like and why?
Which ones were good, which ones
were not.
How was Norman feeling?

Children to write descriptive
sentences about the shells eg. ‘It is
pink’ etc

Describe, description
Colours, shapes, textures



Write short sentences with words with known
sound-letter correspondences.

Numeracy Count to beyond ten and then beyond 20

Solve mathematical problems with numbers up
to 10

Power Maths – numbers up to 20

Understand the World Explore the natural world around them

Explore using their senses different materials
e.g. soil, mud, water, jelly, shaving foam, ice

Explore a selection of materials and
describe what they feel, look like –
Cornflour, slime, jelly, mud etc
What do you think slugs feel like?
Describe what a snail feels like

Soft, cold, slippery, slimy, wobbly,
hard,

Cornflour, shaving foam, slime, jelly
Expressive arts and
design

Return to and build on their previous learning,
refining ideas and developing their ability to
represent them.

Shape and model using malleable materials

Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources
and skills

Children to design their own shell
for Norman.

Use a selection of materials for
them to explore – boxes, playdoh,
pipecleaners, paper

Work as team to design, draw and
make a new shell for Norman.

Shape, size, hard, soft, bendy

Boxes, paper, pipecleaners, playdoh,
kitchen rolls



Week 5 Learning Objective: Activities: Key vocab/resources

Communication and
language

Retell the story, once they have developed a
deep familiarity with the text; some as exact
repetition and some in their own words.

Retell well known stories using newly
introduced vocabulary and storytelling language

The very Lazy Ladybird – Read the
story and discuss.
What characters are in the story?

Using a story map, children to begin
to retell the story using the
language in the story

Children to join in with the repeated
phrases.

Ladybird, characters

Physical development Develop confidence, competence, precision and
accuracy when engaging in activities that involve
a ball.

Carousel of ball skill activities:
Dribbling around cones
Shooting into a target
Throwing/catching with a partner
Team games – under/over

Dribbling, shooting, throwing,
catching,

Selection of balls, cones, targets

PSE Think about the perspectives of others.

See themselves as a valuable individual.

Thinking about the animals in the
story – what is special/unique or
different about them all.
Children to say something that I
special/unique or different about
themselves.
Draw a picture of themselves and
write a sentence saying something
about them.

Special, unique, individual,

Literacy Retell well known stories using newly introduced
vocabulary and story telling language

Talk for Writing – Children retell the
story of The Very Lazy Ladybird



Recognise and join in with recurring and
predictable phrases.

Can locate key words and phrases in a text
Write short sentences with words with known
sound-letter correspondences using a capital
letter to start sentences and for some proper
nouns and full stop to end some sentences

using story map/story language and
recurring phrases

Children to read out loud key
phrases from the story.

Children to say phrases from the
story and then write them using
phonic knowledge.
Emphasise capital letters and full
stops.

Numeracy Understand addition and subtractions facts up to
5 and then 10
Solve mathematical problems with numbers up
to 10
Begin to understand place value

Power Maths – doubles
Ladybird doubles

Double, twice

Understand the World Explore the characteristics of common British
mini beasts.

Explore the natural world around them

Sorting and classifying minibeasts –
Look at different minibeasts and
sort them in different ways –
How many legs?
Do they fly?
Where do they like to live?

Introduce insects as minibeasts that
have 6 legs.

Sort, group, organise, insects

Selection of toy minibeasts or
pictures of them. Hoops for sorting

Expressive arts and
design

Simple collages selecting different tactile

materials to create their own designs.

Develop simple patterns by using objects

Use different objects to make
ladybird spot patterns – corks,
cotton buds, sponges etc.

Use paper plates/collage material to
make textured ladybirds.

Collage

Corks, cottonbuds, sponges, paper
plates



Week 6 Learning Objective: Activities: Key vocab/resources

Communication and
language

Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to
develop a deep familiarity with new
knowledge and vocabulary.

Ask questions to find out more and to check
they understand what has been said to them.

Read and discuss the Very Busy
Spider.

Look at non fiction books about
spiders.

Why are they different from insects
Find out some facts about spiders to
discuss.

Non fiction, fiction, facts, spider

Selection of non fiction books

Physical development Further develop and refine a range of ball skills
including: throwing, catching, balancing,
kicking, passing, batting, and aiming.

Challenge week – children to
demonstrate all that they have
learnt this half term with challenge
stations for each skill

Throwing, catching, balancing,
kicking, passing, batting, aiming.

Selection of balls, bats, targets,
cone, hoops, beanbags

PSE Build constructive and respectful relationships. Talk about all the friends in the
story – what makes a good friend?
How can you be a good friend?

Friends, kind, helpful, thoughful

Literacy Retell well known stories using newly
introduced vocabulary and storytelling
language

Recognise and join in with recurring and
predictable phrases.

Can locate key words and phrases in a text

Children to use their Talk for Writing
skills to retell the story

Put children into small groups to
each retell part of the story
together. Add actions.

Children to then write simple
sentences from the story.



Write short sentences with words with known
sound-letter correspondences using a capital
letter to start sentences and for some proper
nouns and full stop to end some sentences

retell and begin to accurately sequence key
events in a narrative text

Numeracy Understand addition and subtractions facts up
to 5 and then 10

Solve mathematical problems with numbers up
to 10

Power Maths – Halving and sharing
Numbers of legs of insects and
spiders.

Half, share, double

Understand the World Explore the characteristics of common British
mini beasts.

Explore the natural world around them

Make group posters all about
spiders – pictures, facts

ICT – use Paint (or equivalent)
programme to draw spiders, webs

Spider, web, prey,

Paint programme

Expressive arts and design Make simple collages selecting different tactile

materials to create their own designs.

Develop simple patterns by using objects

simple weaving

Use a range of materials to make3D
spiders, newspaper, pipecleaners
etc.
Make patterned spiders web using
glue/glitter

Use wool and sticks to weave and
make webs.

3D, shape, size, bendy, squishy
Web, sparkly, glistening, weaving,
spinning

Wool, sticks, glue, glitter,
pipecleaners, paper, newspaper


